
 

7th Grade Language Arts 
Weekly Class Assignments April 6-10 

Assignment Directions Additional Information 

Journal Using the positivity project character trait and the 
word of the week, on a piece of notebook paper 
free-write the journal prompt below:  
 
 
What does humor mean to you?  What other 
words do you relate to the word humor? 
 
 
“Humor is the great thing, the saving thing after all. 
The minute it crops up, all of our hardnesses yield, 
all our irritations, and resentments flit away, and a 

sunny spirit takes their place.”  
〜Mark Twain 

Positivity Project  
Humor-  
Definition:  the ability to find 
things funny,  
the way in which people see 
that some  
things are funny, or the quality 
of being funny. 
 
Word of the Week 
Relate- 
Definition: to make or show a 
connection between; to identify 
with 

Readings “Cracking Code Purple” & 
“Oldest Known Holocaust Survivor Dies: Pianist 
at 110” 
 
Read both texts and answer the text-dependent 
questions that follow each reading.  
 

Readings are attached 

Activity  Write a letter to someone in the nursing home, even 
if you don’t know anyone. Write in proper letter 
format.  

If you can find means of sharing your letter with your 
teacher, we will share it with local nursing homes.  

Nursing homes all over the 
world are not allowing visitors 
into their facilities at this time. 
Think about how you feel being 
stuck at home all the time. 
Reflect on your own experience 
and consider how they might 
feel not being able to see their 
loved ones.  

Silent 
Reading 

Continue to read your silent reading book at least 20 
minutes everyday.  
 
As part of an end of year reading project, you will 
need to choose one of the following to complete on 
your silent reading book. 
 
Vision Board:  
Create a collage (full page) of images, drawings and 
quotes based on a character's wishes or goals. 

Links for the final project if you 
choose to complete digitally: 
 
Storyboard: 
https://www.storyboardthat.com/ 
 
Canva: 
https://www.canva.com/ 
 
 

Please email your child's teacher  
if you have any questions 

 

Storyboard: 
In six squares, draw all the parts of the plot of your 
story.  

   

   

 
 
Tiny House: 
Design a tiny house for one of your characters. 
Take into consideration their thoughts and feelings 
and make colors match moods.  
 
 
** This will be continuous through the rest of the 
year.  Additional options may be added each week, 
but only one project is expected to be completed.** 

Tiny House: 
https://floorplanner.com/ 

 

Please email your child's teacher  
if you have any questions 



Name: Class:

"Type 97 cypher machine" by United States Air Force is in the
public domain.

Cracking Code Purple
By Anna Ouchchy

2017

In this informational text, Anna Ouhchy discusses a female code breaker named Genevieve Grotjan and her
contributions during World War II. As you read, take notes on what was required to break a secret code
during World War II.

On a warm afternoon in September 1940, a
young woman sat at her desk on the second floor
of the Munitions1 Building in Washington, D.C.
Her hazel2 eyes peered through rimless
eyeglasses at strings of letters and numbers. She
had been looking at symbols like these for more
than a year and they still didn’t make sense.

All of a sudden, something jumped out at her,
and she became very still. Al Small, her co-worker,
noticed her concentration and walked over. The
woman shared her discovery and they went to
fetch their boss, Frank Rowlett. Another man
joined them. All three crowded around the
woman’s desk as she pointed out how some
symbols stood at a certain interval from one
another.

Rowlett jumped up and down. Small dashed around the room excitedly. Their cries of “That’s it!”
“Whoopee!” “Hooray!” broke the silence of the room, which was usually as quiet as a library. To
celebrate, the team sent out for Coca-Colas. It was the first one the woman had ever tasted.

The Purple Solution

The woman’s name was Genevieve Grotjan and she was a code breaker, or cryptanalyst, with the U.S.
Army’s Signal Intelligence Service (SIS). Many cryptanalysts were people who studied how languages
worked. Some were mathematicians. Grotjan had wanted to be a math teacher.

At the time, Grotjan was one of just a few women working at the highest levels of code breaking. Her
discovery involved a complicated Japanese diplomatic3 code nicknamed Purple. Japanese codes were
often named after colors.

[1]

[5]

1. military weapons and equipment
2. a greenish-brown color
3. the work to build relationships between countries

1
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In 1940, World War II was raging in Europe, North Africa, and Asia. The United Kingdom and France
were fighting against Germany and Italy. Japan had invaded China, and in September 1940 Japan
signed a pact to join forces with Germany and Italy.

The United States had not entered the war, but relations with Japan were becoming more and more
strained. To “listen to” secret Japanese communications, the United States used a complex system to
intercept the communications and break the codes.

How the System Worked

Here is how the Purple code and other Japanese diplomatic codes worked. The Japanese encoded a
message using a special device called a cipher machine. Then they radioed the message forward. A U.S.
radio station intercepted4 the message and sent it to Washington. There, the cryptanalysts went to
work. When they had cracked the entire code, they built a machine just like the Japanese cipher
machine and used it to decode other messages. Finally, translators turned these messages into
English.

A coded message consisted of a pattern of numbers and letters. It might look something like this:
78232 RSECO. Each symbol stood for a letter, but the letter it stood for changed as the machine moved
forward. Each time this happened, a symbol would come to stand for something different, which made
the code incredibly difficult to solve.

The cryptanalysts had to do a lot of guessing and checking their guesses. For example, they knew that
many Japanese diplomatic messages began with the Japanese words “I have the honor to inform Your
Excellency,”5 so they tried that combination of letters first.

Making Magic

Soon after Grotjan’s discovery, the SIS and U.S. Navy built a Purple cipher machine just like the
decoding machines used in Japanese embassies.6 With it, the United States could read Japan’s most
secret diplomatic messages and learn what the Japanese were doing and planning during the war.
These translated messages soon became known as “magic” and were sent to high-ranking government
officials, including President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Grotjan was modest7 about her discovery. “Maybe I was just lucky in getting the right series of papers. I
was elated8 up to a point but I didn’t think ‘This is it!’ because there was so much more to do.” Others
celebrated it. A government committee said, “Magic contributed enormously to the defeat of the
enemy, greatly shortened the war, and saved many thousands of lives.”

[10]

4. to see or overhear a message
5. a title of honor given to someone high in the government
6. the home or office of a government official in a foreign country
7. Modest (adjective): not overly proud or confident
8. Elate (verb): to make someone extremely happy
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following describes the central claim of the text?
A. Grotjan was an amazing mathematician who should have been more famous.
B. By working as a cryptanalyst for the United States government, Grotjan opened

up job opportunities for other women during the war.
C. Grotjan’s initial discovery allowed the United States to crack additional codes

and helped them in the war.
D. Many people didn’t take Grotjan’s discovery seriously at first, because women

were not considered skilled with numbers.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “She had been looking at symbols like these for more than a year and they still

didn’t make sense.” (Paragraph 1)
B. “At the time, Grotjan was one of just a few women working at the highest levels

of code breaking.” (Paragraph 5)
C. “To ‘listen to’ secret Japanese communications, the United States used a

complex system to intercept the communications and break the codes.”
(Paragraph 7)

D. “Soon after Grotjan’s discovery, the SIS and U.S. Navy built a Purple cipher
machine just like the decoding machines used in Japanese embassies. ”
(Paragraph 11)

3. How do paragraphs 9-10 contribute to the development of ideas in the text?
A. They emphasize how hard it was to decode a secret message.
B. They show that decoding work was largely based on luck and chance.
C. They prove that decoding messages was mostly done by a computer.
D. They show how different countries had different coding styles.

4. Which of the follow describes the author’s main purpose in the text?
A. to inform readers about the important discovery made by a female cryptanalyst
B. to teach readers about the process of coding and decoding messages
C. to emphasize the various jobs that women could have during World War II
D. to show the obstacles that Grotjan faced as a female cryptanalyst

3

5. How does the author’s discussion of code breaking contribute to an understanding of
Grotjan’s skills?

4
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"Pianist's Hand" by Yohann Aberkane is licensed under CC BY-NC-
ND 2.0

Oldest Known Holocaust Survivor Dies; Pianist
Was 110
By Mark Memmot

2014

Alice Herz-Sommer (1903-2014) was a British pianist and music teacher from the Czech Republic who
survived a Nazi concentration camp to become the world’s oldest Holocaust survivor. A 2013 film about her
life called The Lady in Number 6 won an Academy Award in 2013. As you read, take notes on the different
ways Alice Herz-Sommer overcame adversity.

There are many remarkable things to say about
Alice Herz-Sommer, who until her death in
London on Sunday was thought to be the world’s
oldest survivor of the Nazi Holocaust.

To start with, there’s her age: Herz-Sommer was
110.

Then there are the people she knew, including
writer Franz Kafka1 — who died in 1924.

But what has particularly touched us as we’ve
read about her this morning is her amazingly
positive view of the world. Bear in mind: In 1943,
Herz-Sommer and her husband, Leopold
Sommer, and their son, Raphael, were sent from
Prague to a Nazi camp for Jews in the Czech city of Terezin. According to the Guardian, “she never saw
her husband again after he was moved to Auschwitz in 1944 and many in her extended family and
most of the friends she had grown up with were also lost in the Holocaust.”

According to the BBC, Herz-Sommer and her son “were among fewer than 20,000 people who were
freed when Terezin was liberated2 by the Soviet army in May 1945. An estimated 140,000 Jews were
sent there and 33,430 died there. About 88,000 were transported on to Auschwitz and other death
camps, where most were killed.”

Still, when the Guardian spoke to her in 2006, Herz-Sommer had this to say:

“Life is beautiful, extremely beautiful. And when you are old you appreciate it more. When you
are older you think, you remember, you care and you appreciate. You are thankful for everything.
For everything."

[1]

[5]

1. Franz Kafka was a German-language writer of novels and short stories who is widely regarded as one of the major
figures of 20th-century literature.

2. Liberate (verb): to free or to be freed

1
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Film director Malcolm Clark and producer Nick Reed — whose Oscar-nominated documentary The
Lady in Number 6: Music Saved My Life tells the story of the concerts that Herz-Sommer, a pianist, and
others performed in concentration camps to lift the spirits of prisoners — say in a statement that:

“Even as her energy slowly diminished3, her bright spirit never faltered. Her life force was so
strong, we could never imagine her not being around. We can all learn so much from this most
amazing woman.”

On the film’s website Herz-Sommer was quoted about the role music played in her life:

“She speaks with great pride and passion of playing more than 100 concerts inside the
concentration camp and she likens that experience, both for the performers and their
imprisoned audience, as being close to the divine. Alice is unequivocal in stating that music
preserved her sanity and her life — while bringing hope into the lives of countless others. To this
day Alice never tires of saying ‘music saved my life and music saves me still.'"

The film’s creators added that:

“Despite all that has befallen her, Alice insists that she has never, ever hated the Nazis, and she
never will. Some see in her tolerance and compassion a secular saint who has been blessed with
the gift of forgiveness, but Alice is far more pragmatic — she has seen enough in her life to know
all too well that hatred eats the soul of the hater, not the hated.”

According to the Guardian, after the war Herz-Sommer “went to Israel in 1949 with her sisters and
taught music in Tel Aviv before moving to London at the prompting of her son, who had grown up to
become a concert cellist but who died suddenly in 2001 while on tour.”

In the 2006 interview, she shared with the Guardian her secret to a long life:

“My temperament4. This optimism and this discipline. Punctually, at 10 a.m., I am sitting there at
the piano, with everything in order around me. For 30 years, I have eaten the same — fish or
chicken. Good soup, and this is all. I don’t drink — not tea, not coffee, not alcohol. Hot water. I
walk a lot with terrible pains, but after 20 minutes it is much better. Sitting or lying is not good."

[10]

[15]

3. Diminish (verb): to cause something to become less in size, importance, or value
4. Temperament (noun): usual attitude, mood, or behavior
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: How did Alice Herz-Sommer’s profession as a pianist contribute to her experiences
during the Holocaust?

A. Herz-Sommer was also a music teacher, which gave her the ability to share ideas
and information with other prisoners

B. Herz-Sommer’s ability to play the piano afforded her special privileges as a Nazi
camp prisoner

C. The concerts she gave in the Nazi concentration camp served to preserve the
sanity and hope of both the performers and the audience

D. As a musician, Herz-Sommer had a greater appreciation for life than some of the
other prisoners

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to PART A?
A. “what has particularly touched us… is her amazingly positive view of the world.”

(Paragraph 4)
B. “We can all learn so much from this most amazing woman.” (Paragraph 9)
C. “she likens that experience, both for the performers and their imprisoned

audience, as being close to the divine.” (Paragraph 11)
D. “To this day Alice never tires of saying 'music saved my life and music saves me

still.’” (Paragraph 11)

3. How does the headline, “Oldest known Holocaust survivor dies; pianist was 110,” impact the
reader’s understanding of the text?

A. The headline states the woman’s age, so readers understand how old she was
B. The headline states that she was a pianist, so readers understand her identity

revolved around music
C. The headline does not give away the survivor’s gender, because the author felt it

was unimportant
D. The headline states that the oldest Holocaust survivor has died, indicating the

end of an era

4. In Paragraph 13, what is meant by the phrase, “hatred eats the soul of the hater”?

3

5. How does the story of Herz-Sommer’s son contribute to the central idea of the text?
A. Herz-Sommer’s son was also a Holocaust survivor who died suddenly in

2001—this is another example of tragedy that Herz-Sommer overcomes with
optimism

B. Herz-Sommer’s son was also lost in the Holocaust —this is another example of
tragedy that Herz-Sommer overcomes with optimism

C. Herz-Sommer’s son never would have become a musician if it were not for his
mother.

D. Herz-Sommer’s son died suddenly while on tour—this is an example of an
alternate outcome that could have befallen Herz-Sommer
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12-3A   The   Mongols   in   China  

Pages   423-426  

I. The   Mongols   in   China :   As   a   complex   culture   developed   in   China,   a  

northern   enemy   waited   to   attack.   

A. The   Mongols:   Genghis   Khan   and   his   sons   built   the   Mongol  

Empire,   which   stretched   from   the   Pacific   Ocean   to   Eastern  

Europe.  

1. The   Mongols   lived   in   an   area   ________   of   China   called  

_____________.   

a) They   lived   in   tribes   and   raised   ________________.   

b) They   followed   the   herds   across   great   __________,  

which   are   wide,   rolling,   grassy   plains.   

c) The   Mongols   were   known   for   two   things:  

(1)  ______________________  

(2)  ______________________  

B. Who   Was   Genghis   Khan:   The   man   who   would   unite   the   Mongols  

1. He   was   born   Temujin,   which   means   _____________.   He  

showed   leadership   skills   early,   and   as   a   young   man,   he  

began   to   __________   the   Mongol   tribes.  

2. In   1206,   Mongol   leaders   met   in   the   _________________.  

This   is   the   natural   border   between   Mongolia   and   China.   

a) At   this   meeting,   Temujin   was   elected   ___________  

____________.   This   means   “strong   ruler”.   

3. Genghis   Khan   gathered   an   army   of   more   than   _________  

warriors.   

a) Army   officers   were   chosen   for   their   _____________  

and   not   their   ___________________________!  

4. In   1211,   the   Mongols   invaded   ____________.   

a) Genghis   Khan   and   his   warriors   became   known   for  

their   ________   and   use   of   _________.   

C. The   Mongol   Empire:   Genghis   Khan   died   in   1227.   His   Empire  

was   __________________________.   

1. The   empire   continued   to   expand.   The   Mongols   swept   as  

far   east   as   _______________.   

a) The   city   of   __________   fell   to   the   Mongols   in   1258.  

b) The   Mongols   pushed   through   Syria   and   Palestine,  

and   were   finally   stopped   by   ____________   in   1260.   

2. The   Mongols   united   these   territories,   east   to   west  

between   the   _______________   and   ______________,   and  

north   to   south   between   __________   and   _____________.  

This   made   the   Mongol   Empire   the   largest   (contiguous)  

ever   in   history.   Yes,   even   larger   than   Alexander’s  

Empire.   [*The   British   Empire   was   the   largest   ever,  

landwise,   but   that   empire   was   choppy-bits   and   pieces  

here   and   there.]  

3. After   the   widespread   destruction,   the   Mongols   brought  

peace   to   the   empire   and   peace   encouraged   ________.   

a) The   products   in   this   trade   were   taxed   and   the  

empire   grew   very   ___________.   

b) Products   weren’t   the   only   item   traded.   The  

Mongols   even   accepted   _________   and   the   ways   of  

Arabs,   Persians,   and   Turks.  

c) The   Mongols   also   learned   many   new   things   from  

the   Chinese:  

(1)  From   battle,   they   learned   about   _________.  

(2)  They   also   learned   about   the   ______   ______.  

d) Overall,   the   Mongols   were   successful   with   their  

military   because   they   had   a   large,   skilled   army,  

they   had   new   weapon   technology,   and   they   used  

terror   to   scare   people   into   surrendering.   

 

 

 

 

● Did   you   find   any   mistakes?   












